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New Pool Start-Up Guide 

For Fibreglass & Vinyl-Lined Pools (Australian Conditions) 

 
 

1.       Pre-Fill Water Testing 

Before filling the pool: 

• Use a reliable test kit  

• Test tap water for:  

• pH  

• Total Alkalinity (TA)  

• Chlorine (if present)  

 

2.      Fill the Pool 

• Fill with clean town water.  

• Avoid bore or tank water unless pre-treated.  

• For fibreglass and vinyl-lined pools, wait 48 hours before adjusting pH or adding 
chlorine.  

 

3.          Initial Chemical Balancing (Day 2–3) 

Parameter Target Range Notes 

Total 

Alkalinity 
70–100 ppm Add sodium bicarbonate if low 

pH 7.0–7.4 Adjust with acid or Buffer 

Free Chlorine 1.5–2.0 ppm Add liquid chlorine or tablets 

Cyanuric Acid 30–50 ppm Add if using a salt chlorinator 

       Avoid acid in the first 4–5 days for marblesheen pools. For fibreglass and vinyl, pH 
can be adjusted after 48 hours. 
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4.        Filtration & Circulation 

• Run filter 1 hour per 10°C of ambient temperature (e.g., 25°C = 2.5 hours/day).  

• Ensure full circulation before adding chemicals.  

 

5.       Daily Testing (First 1–2 Weeks) 

• Test chlorine, pH, and alkalinity daily.  

• Adjust as needed to maintain balance.  

• Once stable, reduce to weekly testing.  

 

6.         Salt Chlorinator Setup (if applicable) 

• Add salt to reach ~3200 ppm (check manufacturer specs).  

• Add salt after pH and stabiliser are balanced.  

• Run chlorinator per manual instructions.  

 

7.      Final Touches 

• Brush walls and floor to prevent algae.  

• Vacuum debris if present.  

• Optional: Add algaecide (especially in warmer months).  

 

Would you like this bundled with the maintenance checklist we created earlier as a printable 
PDF or editable Word doc? I can also tailor it for client onboarding or technician training. 
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